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NTEC - Navajo Mine 

• Located on the Navajo Reservation

• Lease obtained in 1957 

• Operations began in 1963

• Approximate 35,000 Acre Lease

• Multiple SMCRA permits

• Navajo Mine (Permit NM-0003H)

• Pinabete Area (Permit NM-0042B)

• Divided into six Operational or Resource Areas

• Area 1

• Area 2

• Area 3

• Area 4 North

• Area 4 South

• Area 5
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Vegetation Background

• Navajo Mine’s native vegetation is characterized as the 
Colorado Plateau salt-desert shrub ecosystem.  

• Salt-desert shrub ranges occur in Utah, Nevada, Western 
Colorado, Northeastern Arizona, and Northwestern New 
Mexico.  

• This ecosystem contains a large number of salt tolerant 
species and a significant shrub component.  Common 
shrubs present include numerous species of saltbush 
(Atriplex spp.), rabbitbrush (Chrysothamnus spp.), 
Mormon tea (Ephedra spp.), and snakeweed (Gutierrezia 
sarothrae). 

• Navajo Mine Area is delineated into eight range sites: 
Alkali Wash, All Sands, Dunes, Badlands, Thin Breaks, 
and Arroyo Shrub. 
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Native Seed Mix 

• New seed mixture utilizes a menu approach with a total of 45 
species and a minimum of 14 species that can be selected based on 
the time of year when seeding occurs, localized variability in soils or 
topography, annual climatic variation, and species availability. 
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Revegetation Efforts 

Topsoil & Final Regrade

Irrigation Application

Seeding & Mulching

Revegetation Establishment
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• How can we connect the reclamation efforts to the local 
community? How can we build an understanding with 
the community that we are planting native plants?

• Acknowledging the Navajo names and cultural uses for 
these plants. 

• Collected plants from reclaimed areas

• Pressed and framed

• Created ID cards that have the common name, 
scientific name, Navajo Name, & cultural uses.

• Plants hold important cultural, spiritual, medicinal, and 
practical value in many Native American communities.

• Restoring native vegetation supports ecological function 
while also preserving traditional ecological knowledge, 
cultural heritage, and the long-standing connection 
between Indigenous people and the land.
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Native Plants - Navajo Name and Cultural Uses 
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Native Plants - Collection 2025
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Native Plants - Navajo Name and Cultural Uses 
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Native Plants - Navajo Name and Cultural Uses 
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Native Plants - Navajo Name and Cultural Uses 
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• Needle and Thread (Stipa comata)

• Navajo name: Ch’il Bilata dee’ni’ni

• James Galleta (Hilaria jamesii)

• Navajo name: Tl‘ohdich’izhi

• Winterfat (Krascheninnikovia lanata)

• Navajo name: Gahtsohdaa’ 

• Shadescale (Atriplex confertifolia)

• Navajo name: Da’ak’oozhdijooli

• James Galleta (Hilaria jamesii)

• Navajo name: Tl‘ohdich’izhi
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Others Collected and Framed

• Western Wheatgrass (Pascopyrum smithii)

• Navajo name: Tl‘oh nitl‘izi

• Greasewood (Sarcobatus vermiculatus)

• Navajo name: Diwozhiishjiin

• Small-leaf Globemallow (Sphaeralcae parvifolia)

• Navajo name: Azee’ nitl‘inii

• Indian Ricegrass (Eriocoma hymenoides)

• name: Ndidlidii
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Others Collected and Framed
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Resources 
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• Add to Navajo Mine’s Plant Library

• Expand documentation of Traditional 
Ecological Knowledge (TEK) related to 
native plant identification, harvesting 
methods, seasonal use, and long-term 
stewardship practices within Navajo 
communities.

• Collaborative research with interns and 
elders to gain and preserve knowledge on 
Navajo Plant specimens.  

• Community Outreach

• Carbon Rocks

• Teaching opportunities to visitors at Navajo 
Mine 
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Looking Ahead
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Ahehee (Thank you)


