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Where we can go



A Little History

Where we’ve been





Abandoned coal mine, western Pennsylvania



Powder River Basin surface mine, Wyoming



Big Mine Run “Geyser”, Schuylkill County, Pennsylvania 



Sahara Woods State Park, Illinois
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Where we’ve been

◼ ACRR > ASSMR > ASMR > ASRS has flexibly responded 
to industrial, regulatory, and technical requirements

◼ Historic focus on coal mining successfully transitioned to 
include base and precious metals and other mining needs

◼ Provided timely and crucially important advancements in 
reclamation science – which are widely applicable



And today?

Where we are



Unreclaimed well pad, Rio Blanco County, Colorado



Historic oilfield brine scars and impacted stream, Osage County, Oklahoma



Results of recent brine spill, Crossroads, New Mexico



Abandoned quarry, Fulton County, Georgia 



Interstate 68, Sideling Hill, 
western Maryland

Interstate 99 acid 
rock drainage, Bald 

Eagle Mountain,  
Pennsylvania



Where we are

◼ 2019 annual meeting discussions focused on leveraging 
mining reclamation expertise to other fields

– Oil and gas extraction

– Quarrying, sand and gravel mining, oil sands

– Transportation and related infrastructure

– Urban development

– Brownfield redevelopment

– Natural disasters – landslides, floods, severe weather



ASRS Bylaws
◼ Purpose: “to encourage and assist any agency, institution, 

organization, or individual in efforts to reestablish, enhance, or 

protect our natural resources disturbed by mining or other 

human activities, or by disturbance through natural 
events”

◼ Objective 6: “To encourage broadening the expertise and talents 

of those engaged in the discipline of applied land and water 

reclamation science associated with all types of mining, oil and 
gas, conventional and alternative energy production, 

contaminated land remediation, agriculture, road 

construction, large scale commercial development, and 

other disturbances to land and water resources.”





What’s the future?

Where we can go



1. Use Our Networks

◼ Coordinate efforts with related professional organizations 
representing a substantial pool of new members and 
meeting attendees



ASRS booth at IMWA 2024



2. Leverage Those Networks 

◼ Targeted strategic co-hosting of annual meetings, 
webinars, symposia, with an emphasis on expanding base 
membership



3. Promote Our Good Work

◼ Enhance and distribute Reclamation Matters and 
Reclamation Sciences

◼ Further develop and promote reclamation sciences

– White papers

– Fact sheets

– Technical notes

– Public engagements and interviews

– Web pages, videos, and related content

◼ Target non-technical audiences, including policy- 
and decision-makers



An Example of Promoting 
Good Work



4. Get Social

◼ Current and continuously updated social media presence 
is essential 

– Web presence

– LinkedIn



5. Build Our Future

◼ Must enhance and expand engagement with students and 
Early Career Professionals 

Student NeitherECP



But... Student Engagement Committee Chair

◼ ASRS Student Engagement Committee

– Peter Beckett

– Michele Coleman

– M’Kenzie Dorman (student)

– Brandon Holzbauer-Schweitzer

– Julie LaBar

– Brenda Schladweiler

– Kenton Sena

– Barry Stewart

– Allen Wellborn

Student 

Engagement 

Committee



5. Build Our Future

◼ Students and Early Career Professionals are not the same!

◼ And neither are their professional development needs 

◼ Nor what ASRS should provide

◼ ASRS needs to be the “go to” professional society for our 
younger members



5. Build Our Future

Students Early Career Professionals

Memorial Scholarships ECP Event

Conference Travel Support ECP Representative on NEC

Oral Presentation Awards

Poster Presentation Awards



5. Build Our Future

Students Early Career Professionals

Memorial Scholarships ECP Event

Conference Travel Support ECP Representative on NEC

Oral Presentation Awards Professional Development

Poster Presentation Awards Mentorship Program

Student Welcome Breakfast Coordination with SEC

Mentorship Program

Reclamation Matters article

Coordination with ECP

Student Representative on NEC



Conclusions

Why you should care



Expanding the Scope and Influence of ASRS

◼ ASRS has a strong foundation to build upon

◼ Proactive change was well-founded and forward-thinking

◼ Every ASRS member should recruit their networks

◼ Leverage those networks for the good of the Society

◼ Self promotion is a good thing!

◼ Be active on social media

◼ Sustainable future  = students and early career professionals



Thank you!

nairn@ou.edu

CREW.ou.edu
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