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Abstract:  The behavior of metals in aquatic environments is often complex and 
poorly understood.  Gaining an understanding of a given metal’s behavior is of 
importance, primarily for reasons of toxicity in a water body.  This poster presents 
and compares spatial trends in copper, iron, manganese, and zinc over different 
hydrologic regimes in a mining-impacted stream: the North Fork of Clear Creek.  
Copper and iron are transported primarily as particulate metals; manganese and 
zinc are transported primarily as dissolved metals.  Flow appears to control the 
amount of metals lost from the water column, most likely through settling to the 
streambed. 
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