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Abstract:   Under a 1994 consent decree, the California Gulch Superfund site was 
divided into 11 geographic and one non-geographic operable units.  Acid mine 
and rock drainage was severely impacting water quality and the ecosystem in the 
Arkansas River.  The potentially responsible parties, EPA, and Colorado 
Department of Public Health and Environment were not able to negotiate 
acceptable water quality standards for the site.  OU 12 was created in the consent 
decree to evaluate the effectiveness of clean up activities on the site and set final 
water quality goals. 

After more than 10 years of clean up efforts, substantial reductions in metal 
loading to the Arkansas River have been achieved and the ecosystem is 
recovering.  The question remains, is the recovery adequate or is more 
remediation required? 
 

___________________ 
1 Paper was presented at the 2006 Billings Land Reclamation Symposium, June 4-8, 2006, 
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